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' In. 197^4, as part of the Mational Assessiert of 

Education<5l Progress (NAEP) survey in writing, <l,600 '17-year-dld high 
school students were asked to write an essay defending their ■position 
on wo«en»s- place in tjie hoae. About- half- responded that it should -be 
a. woaen's choice whethei^ to be a hcaeaaker, caifeer "wcaan," or both.. 
About twenty percent Said woaen-'should-bena-llwed-tc-irork-under- 



ce.rtain -conditipns, sueh as when they do not have children. Nearly, 
thirty percent said voaen ^definitely belong at hcae". Predictably, 
apre fe tales thau tales felt that wot en' should have a choicer about 
working. In addition,- attitulles and reasons given for staying at hbte 
were exatined- ejftensively. Findings soggest that tany young Aaericam 
woaen are uncertain about their future roles in society;' new and 
broadening :Job opportunities forowoaen *are encouraging career ^ 
a-spirations that conflict directly with traditional values.- Writing 
abiii}:y was also aessured ^ad' c-la^srf ied- as inadeguate, barely 
adequate,, coapetent, or excellent. More thaji hiilf thre .17-year-olds 
could write qoapetently or better. About/thirty ^ercentv* however, did 
not show an understanding of the basic tethods of persuasive writing. 

/ . • ■ , 



• Reproductions supplied by EBBS aie th«.'bi«t th«t cfln' be aade ♦ ' ' 
•* ^ froa .the original do^cuttRt. • * • * ♦ 
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• "A WOMAN'S PLACE" . ^ ^ 

The working woman is a fact. of .contemporary American- life* More 
than half of all adult vomen now work, and U. Si Labor Department studies 
indicate th^t 9" out of every 10 females will work outside the home at • 
some po£it in their ^lives.^ "^e ranks of working women cut. across ^11^ 
age and incomt levels and r^ge from single-women to mai^ried mothers .of 
preschool children. ' 



Although wo5ien in the ,iJnited'' States have^been employed, to some 
extent:, ever since the country, was founded, their itopact on, the labor ^ 
marketr has been fairly minimal until the latter 'part *of this century* 
According to the" Bureau of Labor Statistics, women filled 2 oift af every 
10 jobs in 1920: By 1973, the female share, of the marke^ fikd^doubled. 



wi^th women occupying 4 of ^ery 10 jobs. * v ' ' / - 

In 1974, as a small part of* the National Assessment^ of Educational 
Process XNAEP) survey in >n:iting, 4,600 17-yearrold Jiigh school student's 
were asked to write aa "essay .from the following: ""Samk people-believe 

that a woman '.s'r 'place is in the home. Others iio ndt.v Take one siaa "of 

. ^ • ■■■ , ' 

this issue. Write an essay in which you state your position and- defend 

it.r " " - ^ . 



About 'half responded that "a woman's placei is where she wants It to 
be," that is, it should be her choice whether to be a hdpemaker, c^jreer * 



woman or bath* 



)u^ hi 



About .20X>8aid ^pmen shouMbe allowed to work under certain *j 
conditions, such as if they Ho not have children. Nearly 30Z- said women 
,definit^iy belong at hpmet ^ ' - ' ' 



Predictably 5 more females than males^elt^ women should have *a choice about 
• working. A total of 58% of the females, said women should work wherever ^ 
they want, while 41% of the males shared thl^ opinion. Conversely, 37% 
of the males'^felt women -belonged at home con^ared with 21% of the females. 

• ^- - . ^ •, - ' ■ , - ' 

.Writing 'Ability ^asured • . 
^ The essay q^estion was part of the •writing assessment that was given 
to 80,000 9-, 13- and 17-year-olds. The scoring of. "woman's place" ^sought 
to measure an ability to write^ persuasively. Those assessed were, askfed 
to take-oile side of the .issue, state a position and defend- it. Scoii^s 
were not based on spelling, sjnctax or th? writer's point of view, but 
on the writer's ability to defend his or her position, the essays were, 

' read by experienced English and composition teacihers. Each essay was 
rated by 'two re*aders; 5^ they disagreed, the score was reconciled by*a 
third. The essays were grouped into four categories:- Inadequate, 
barely adequate, competent and excellent. According to National Assessment 

' - ^alys't Ina Mullis, more than;half the'ir7-year-olds could write 

competently or better. About 30%, however, "did not show an -understanding 

of the basic methods useS to write^peijjuasively.*! ^ 

The 30% who ranked in the inadequate category either did not take sL 

clear position -or stated a position *b5it gave no reasons* ^ In tshe following 

example, Hhe-writer seems to argue in favdr of both sides of the issue: 

A woman's place is not .at home because I know she wouldn't like to 
" be at home all the -tiiatf doing housework everyday, but if she has 
J ^ * .kids she would have to pay somebody to watch^^em, that's if slje 
had a job. * . . 

- * y 

The ccxapetent essays maintained a position' and listfed at least one 

reason with some supporting details or t*o or three unsupported reasons:* - ; 

■ < . One should not generalize about "a woman^8. place" because like men', 
^ a wgman should have the choice 6f her profession. Being a house*^ ^ . 
wife' is like any other full time j6b whleh' should be cho/sen by the 
Individuals Keeping women^ in one profession is. like teli^ing all 
men to do the saifte job.' In this way, our society would not b^ 



J 



I • . - * 



well rounded or pMsper because of the imbalance* Women are 
human beings* like men and. , should be given the f tilL^^tljgtit or 
* choice*' ' ^ ^ . 

.1 believe that women are eqtial to men and should have 'the rights 
' of men* T>"iy should not be made l:o stay in the-home because 
traditioif aic'tsttes that#-^ yomenvtoday have -much-more-^f ree- ti2?e 
Because of the use of machines to do house work so they should 
fee ^le to do something wfthwhile with their time# 'And be able 
' to gW-out and work at lobs which they- fell they are qualified* 
Women have as much right tg work and be Independent as any man 
does. ' ' * . " ' ' 

* • 

1 believe a woman^s place ±S at home* The wife should be taking 
4 care of the family and home for that ;l3 herjjob* I do agree 
that* if the home needs pore money t:hat she should work, but ixot; 
as a career*^ Too many families end broken up because if both 
working, coming' home to*a dirty hpuse and .both very tired* Also 
the mantis the head* ' Often the xmnan thinks she can wear the 
pants/ which I don't agree with at all* 

Essays that "were^ rated excellent took a consistent ^^sit ion and 



gave two or more supported reasons 'or four or more unsupported *xeasons:/ 



» ^ ' , The woman place should be. in 'the home because of the outw^^."-' 

f forces that* will slow. her down* Por instancy let'^ say a 

woman. trys to work on a- job nhat -requires manual labor heavily* ^ 
* . ^ 'She •would only get^ in the wSy or get herself hurt* The woroan 
1^ " should stay "at home so that, she can cpok, clean house, and 

take care .of the children because a majority of the* women . 
1 while the^ are girls axe raised in a environoumt where they are^^ 

' 'taught to oe a mother: and hoxiaekeeper* While on the other hand 
the man Is taught to .he the persoti that works and provide for 
' family and no|: to be a hoxiseaald* Women ^are al^ys preaching • 
' about liberation bixt when thejr get a enhance to prove they are 
equal the majority i>rove .that they are mouth, than- fact* Even 
' ' In tile Bible the* scriptxures show that the woman is in the 

home while the man vis In ^the fields working* Therefore a woman 
should' stay In the home bec^^e she was raised^ with the idea to ' 
' stay In* the home* ^ * ^ 

^ A woman's pifce Is not J&x the home* Woman lire human beings» It 
Is'.thelr God given right to pttcsue what ever career they desire* 
Life 9 liberty and the pursuit'* of happdb^ 

*ln tKe Declaration of Independence yet^ women -have bei^ denied 
their rl^te In this sexist society* Kot evtryone wants to ^o 
the same^ob or pursue the same goaXst must wmma be limited 
' to^a narrowly defined sphere of activity? Ko» a resounding not 
. We are peoplet '^huoan beings with as coa^lex mental^ notional, " 
physical xieeds as mca> a fact Ignor^ We are regarded u the 
, ' ' second seXt the lnco8q;»leee sex> satlskf ed and made whole only ' • 
by a family; And it Is this false asstntption shared by cany / 



* laaa and^/omen too', fostered iy the society we live in that has 
destroyed^many lives because people, were nfot allowed to express 
the full range df their Godgiven'^ifts and creativity, - • / 

I Strongly ^feil* that a^womans place is, not** in the- home its anywfiere^ 
she chooses. .First because she is 4 vocian, people label her as a 
hQusewife who 'sit home all day and wash di'fehes^. There are many/ 
woman -who^aye.alot to offer. Tney have ,th^ ability »to'do a m^ns 
- . job. so they should be permitted. think its fine' for the 

voman wha choose^ tb have this .kind, of life, biit for those vho do 
.not they deserve an equal opportunity. They shoxild not be 
. • classified as housewife, this is Just one occupation.. They^ have 
the right to decide- what to do with their IjLfeV 

./y ^ - y ^ : 

Mien women are dlsctl^ainated against when ^seeking ajjob, this is' 
whfere it is totally unfair. If the woman has^ the^bHIty they 
jshould not even th.ink twice, to hire her if she qualifies. Woman - 
who devote their entire lifetime tcf sitting home wiping runny 
noses just because pf tradition are ruining there liy^s, I feel. 
There is time to t^ce car^ of the -family bx^t she should develop^ 
her other skills *ani talents regardless of its an jactress or an * 
executive. I tl^k* they forget that you only have one life! . ^ 

* - . ' * ' * i» 

Significantly laore females than males wrote essays rated -competent 

or be tter . The difference was'greatet among, the excellent, rather than 

- — ^ — ^ - - ._ 

the competent, essays. * 

On this particular writing exercise; only 4 p^jccentage polrits 



separated the per^ormmce of blacks and whites^ whereas the average 
dfif f ctence between blacks and whites on other writing exercises wa3 

approrimately 10 fjercentage joints. ^ ^ * - 

• * - . - k * - ' ' C 

^Those who- performed least well were writers whose plarents had no 

BigKnBcKobTnfaaea'ti^ • 

t 

essays, compared with less tban 302 -Inadequate egsays for all other 

levels- of pardit*s education. * x " ' ' ' 

In addition to the, overall ability tb write persuasively, each 
essay was examined f.b determine whether 'it conta'lned reasons or supporting 
evidence based on soiiictliing- other than the wrltier^s personal oplaion**^ 
Eighty potest ot the essays contained no^ such' references. Thpse essays 
that contelne4 ^me mention of an ^luthoritative' source were more often , 

written by f«nales tluin by males. ^ * ^ . - 



More than half stich xeferences listed legal rights as justification 

''for Ithe, writer's point of view, such as: *'Each htiican being has the right ^ ^ 
• * « -' 

• t<r^do what he or she wants to do,"'^' The^second ©est cbineon type of reference 

^- . . * " 

was^'tr<fc3o^3cventi(in^ such as using phrases like "breadwiiiner" for 

* ' . ^ / . ' . * \ ■ 

husbands and "the. weaker sex" -for females Others referred to authoritative 

« * 

sources, such as G^d or scientific discoveries. Personal fexperiencfe, \ 
history and analogies also were cited. ]^ - . * ^ \ 

.Although writing is -a difficult-task for most, people, it;_is yorth 
noting that 9S percent of the students completed-, the woman's- place 
qyestion* All National Assessment "surveys are voluntary. 

Attitudes Vary Widely \ ^ ' * " . 
When thla attitude aspect of the question is measured by sex, rate 
and. region of ,=the coiqitry,'it becomes clear that n^ja^xHiiLdQ have widely 

. diverging opinions on this. subject. iS^ every , reporting group, the * ^ 

\ * ' 

females wrote to the effect that "a woman's place is whera she wants -it 
to be" more often than the males « The disparity wag greatest 'In the 

Southeast where 26 pc^rcentagi points separated' the sexes a division 

■ ' that has sobering implications for both marriage' and work relationship.3. 
Onl^y 35% of the males in' the Southeast felt women should Ise able to make 
a choice^ compared with 40Z^of the males In other regions* ~™ 

The* free choice sentiment was most prevalent among females in the 
Eastern part of the country. Ici both the l?ortheast ana the Southeast, 
mpre than 60% shared this opinion, con^ared with slightly more ^han 50% 
of thp females in the C^tral and Western regions. For .this reason, 

males' and females were more closely in agteement in the nation's lieartlanct 

• • , . • . . 

• and the West. 



Percentage of Responses In 
''Where She- Wants" Cate'gory 
for Males and Females by ' 
Region of the Country 




Z for each 

Region. 



Hales 
Females 



NE « Northeast: vegl6n» 
SE « Southeast region « 
C -'Central region* 
W - West reglotu 
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Black 17-year-olds had more clear-cut > opinions than their white 

counterparts. Alttiough 20% of the white students gave a conditional ' 

answer, just 12%^ of the^blacks qualified their response. BlacTcs were 

also, slightly more likely to answer "wHere she^ wants" than whites* 

National Assessment collects resixlts by seven sizes types o£ 

comamities, ranging from sparsely settled rural areas to several* 

ciktegoiries of cities. The rural teenagers, who live In farpa^rorlented 

co i nz gu n i ^es, led the nation xwlth "In-the-home" responses* ThirtyT 

eight percent of the ru3?al stjudents- shared this opinion. 

• -"Peyhaps this reflects a different per<feption of '^he statemfent^ J 

' a woman^s place is iu *tha- home\" said Roy Forbes., director of National 

Assessment. "Women nlay an* integral part in the .operatic^ of a family-^ - 

^ ' " ^ * ^ ' ' ' f * 

run ♦farm'. ' Therefore, staying at hop» may Be^viewed by" rural youths as v 

taking a partnership role in the, -fatflly ^business-* " Forbes also^ noted 

that Job opportxmities outside the home are mora limited In-iniral a'reas.-. 

At the opposite end of the idealogical spectrum were sttldents 

" > . \ ' " U 

from affluent areas'* *A11 other corcsmmlty -groups responded aft'^abbut the , 
national* level."- These groups Inddded students from small ann medium- 

■ ^ ' • • ■ " ' ■ • 'J- '- ' 

sized cities, tho^^e/from di^a'dvantaged metraJpolitaa areas aScf thode 
from urban sections that are neither affluent: nor disadvantaged* * ^ 



There was a high correspondence -between the level of parental 

education and attitudes on women and^wbrk.. Among 17-year-^lds, t;.he 

•mote education, one ot both parents receive, the more likely it is that 

he or she^ill favor free choice* for woteen. Just 44% of the writers 

whose parents had no high school education said \ woman's place is ' 

where she wants it. to be;. It reaches i^s peak, S4Z, with students whose 

* 

parents' hid' some postr-hlgh schqol training. ' < 



Percentage of Responses in 
''Where ?he Wants" Category 
for Hales/Females by Level 
of Parent's Eduq^Lon 
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Tho'se whose garwit'Sjbayfe hai no.hlgh school education. , 

Thofe who have at least/ one parent with some hl^ school education* 

Thotfe who h;9ve at least^ one parent who graduated from high "^school* ; ^ 

Those who l^v^ at least one parent who has had some post high school education* 
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£ " . Reasons Giy^for Stayin'g at Home 

» • 4/ • • • 

' Nearly one-half of the 17-year-olds felt women should stay kt home, 
either categorically oronder certain conditions. Although many reasons 
were giyen, the one most frequently mentioned was the women's obligation 
to raise children. About three-fourths of^.both the "conditional" 
writers and the "In-the-home" writers mentioned children. ^This consider- 
ation was Included more , frequently by the females, especially those who 

felt a*ll women should stay at home* , / 

' , ' ' J 

"Financial ^realities may force hard decisions on ^those who hold ' 

// • 

strong convictions about working nK>thers," said Mulli.s. Departmeiit of 



Labor statistics for 1973 indicate that^half of all^married women with 

/ ' 

school-age children work. Two-thirds of the divorced widowed and ^ 

' I ^ ' ' 

separated women with school-age children work.' The proportions of 

/ ' * " • . 

women with preschool children who work are smaller^ but they are still 

significant: one-third of the married women ^th children ^d one-half 

the widowed, divorced and separated mothers*/ 



"Very few writers mentioned f inaucial^need as ^^circumstancH^ under ' - ' 
"which won^' might work," she continued. /^tT'the^iireau of Lallor Statistics 
reports that 58Z of all workin^^onien are either self-supporting or are 
married* to men wh^ make'T[€ss than $7,000 a year.. Hh^ the -nuxabeor of ' ^ 



women whose^husbanfe make less than ypld^OOO a year are added, the total 
71% of all women workers. Obviously, she noted, "for most families, 
. -^Qnomics^playj3>>a^a±ot^<3ljEL^to^.TO^^ whether woman will work. " 

Although economics may^ no^ have been foremost in the| minds of the 
"conditional" and "In-the-home" responses, traditional woman's work ^ 
evidently was. Nearly three-fourths, of the ln-the--home proponents — 
the same proportion that mentioned child-rearing said women §hould 
remtito at home to cook and dean hoii^e# One-fourth wrote that women ' 

♦ * 

shotild not work because they need to -take care of their husbands* 



• J ' , . ' * «• 

Proportionately fewer" of fihe conSitional writers mentdonedr these 

, * *- ' ' ^* . \* - * * ^* 

responsibilities, as obstacles to outside employment. ' * 

^ y "7 ^ . \ f 

^ About 7% of all i7^7ear-olds argued that women should remain at f^ome 



V 



for dogmatic reasons, i such as "that's the Vay It- is;" Another 4% said women 
were incapah5.e^of working,. AJ.though nearly t^ree times : m^es as • ^ 

females used tMs arguinent, about 2% -of the 17-year-^lw -laies felt ; 

f • ' ' \ \ ' - *. • 

'women; were incapable of working. , , ^ V ' 

Within the iimits-of a single, essay question, it is not possibl^> ^ 
*to determine the] depth of the convictions stated. It is interesting 

. * - • • 

'to note, however, that on a career and occupational development survey 
given by National Asse^smfent the same year, jusC, 3% of the 17-year-old 



iven by Nat: 

7-7 -x;" 



females !|.lsted "housewife" as their first choi^ for a career, compared 

. ' \ ' • ' * ^ \ ' 

with 21% o4 the female writers who insisted that women's plac^ was in 

the homeh. * , . , ' 



% ' /"Such icindlngs suggest th^t mafiy^yomig American wpmea are .uncertain 
\ about their future roles in society," Forbes said^.^^'^-^JXIieKew and broaclenlng 
' r, jpb /opportunities for women are encouraging career aspirationsH:hat 
^ - conflict directly 'With traditional values." 



Funded^ by cold tmdsv cohtvaat wilih the UaHonaV Center for EdUaqUon Stattstios^ 
the Nationat Aaseahrmt ,of EdUcationaL Progreee is a pr'ogeqt of the EducaUon 




. . . at aWleoeU, NaUaml A8ae8dmffntn.yeriodioatl}j. 8uci)ey8 how auccemfutly 
'young Americans ^haoe ^Siered teaming ca'eae trcdittonatly emphasized in 
Q ' school' ourrioula... • , • - 5 ^ 



